
 

Highlights of Kazakhstan  

Key information  

Countries visited: Kazakhstan 

Duration: 10 days / 9 nights  

Best season: April - September   

Tour type: Small group / individual (starting from 2 persons)  

What’s included:  

All airport transfers, Accommodation in hotels and guesthouses (twin/dbl shared), Meals: breakfast at the 

hotels, lunches and dinners at the local restaurants/hotels, Services for private A/C car with driver as per 

program, Escort English – speaking guide for all days, Entrance fees to the sites listed, Mineral water 1.0 L 

per day/per person  

What’s not included: 

International flight tickets, Tips and gratuities, Visa consular fees, Video and photo charges, Porterage, 

Personal expenses, Services not included in the itinerary  

Itinerary in brief  

Day 1 - Arrival in Almaty 

Day 2 - Almaty City Tour 

Day 3 - Kapchagay - Tamgaly Tas - Altyn Emel - Basshiy 

Day 4 - Altyn Emel - Basshiy - Zharkent - Shonzhy 

Day 5 - Charyn Canyon - Kaindy Lake - Saty 

Day 6 - Kolsai Lake - Saty 

Day 7 - Charyn Canyon - Saty - Almaty 

Day 8 - Issyk Gorge - Almaty 

Day 9 - Tamgaly Petroglyphs 

Day 10 - Departure 

  



 
Detailed itinerary  

Day 1  

After your arrival at Almaty airport, our company representatives will meet you and accompany to your hotel 

in Almaty. This day you will have a slight acquaintance with Almaty city. It is the former capital of 

Kazakhstan and one of the largest settlements in the country. Till our days, it has retained the status of 

cultural, financial and economic centre and a millionaire city. Despite its modernization, the city managed to 

preserve its unique original national flavour and colour and now friendly welcomes its guests. After lunch, 

you will be taken to the south-western part of the city; passing by the Park of the First President of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan you will make a stop at the Ile-Alatau National Park. The trip will continue to Big 

Almaty Gorge, where turquoise Big Almaty Lake is located on the elevation of 2551 m. The trip will take 

about 40 minutes after which the panorama of the lake will open in front of you. It is indeed majestic scenery 

of the lake and some of Tian-Shan mountain peaks towering along with it. On return back to Almaty, you will 

make a stop at Falcon Farm where people in traditional hunter costumes conduct shows with trained birds - 

falcons, eagles, owls, vultures and others. Around 19:00 you will be back in Almaty.  

Overnight: Hotel in Almaty   

Meals: Lunch, Dinner 

Day 2  

This day will be devoted to the full exploration of Almaty city which will begin at 10:00. The first visit will 

be to the famous Almaty Green Bazaar, where you will have a chance to taste plenty of sun-kissed fruits, 

various types of local nuts, dried fruits and homemade pickles. The city tour will proceed to one of Almaty’s 

oldest parks – Panfilov Park. Zenkov Cathedral located in the park will be our next stop. You will also visit 

the Memorial of Glory and Eternal Flame dedicated to the World War 2nd. This day you will also have a 

short and pleasant trip to Medeo Gorge which is a picturesque area located not far from Almaty. Then you 

will return to Almaty and visit Kok-Tobe Park – the favourite recreation area of locals. It is also known for 

the tallest TV tower in the world. The evening will end with a short ride by the famous Almaty Cable-car, 

which provides an excellent view of the city. Dinner will be organized in a local restaurant. 

Overnight: Hotel in Almaty   

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 3  

You will meet your guide at 08:00 and have your tour start. After an hour driving, a beautiful view of 

artificial Kapchagay water reservoir - the biggest in Almaty region – will open in front of you. Then, you will 

reach your first tour destination Tamgaly-Tas which are mysterious rocks where were found some surprising 

images of Buddha. After some driving, you will finally make a stop in Basshiy village located at the territory 

of Altyn Emel National Park and have lunch. After some rest, you will have an excursion to Singing Dunes 

and then hiking up to the 150-meter dune. The area is located not far from the reserve and got its name due to 

the rumbling sound emitting from the sand. 

Overnight: Hotel in Basshiy 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 4  

The day will start with an early breakfast and a short trip to Aktau Mountains located within Altyn Emel 

National Park. The area is extremely beautiful and unusual; it seems you’re on the other planet. You will 

return to your village for lunch and then the tour will proceed to Zharkent town where an excursion around 



 
mosque-museum will be held. That is a unique construction built without any nails. You will be amazed by 

the thought-out design of the mosque developed by Chinese architect Hon Pik. The tour will proceed to 

Shonzhy village (98 km) known for its hot springs. Those who wish will even have a chance to swim in a 

pool with hot water heated by active volcanic processes, after a long trip it will be undoubtedly a pleasant 

experience. Dinner and transfer to the hot springs (52 km).  

Overnight: Hotel in Hot Springs 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 5  

This day you will leave your hotel at about 08:00 and head to the beautiful Moon Valley of Charyn Canyon 

(140 km). Charyn Canyon itself is an absolutely stunning area of sedimentary rocks that won't leave anyone 

indifferent. The Moon Valley is less discovered but a worthy place consisting of yellow slopes. It is 

distinguished by the unique roundness of the landscape and the absence of even one sharp corner, which 

makes it incredibly similar to the surface of the Moon. Your tour will proceed to Saty settlement (96 km), 

where you'll have lunch and some time for a rest. Sometime later a 4х4 local vehicle will take you to Kaindy 

Lake (12 km). It is a unique kind of Soviet transportation suitable for even the most uneven mountain roads. 

After admiring the beauty of the lake you'll return to the settlement for dinner, rest and overnight.  

Overnight: Guesthouse in Saty 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 6  

This day you will leave your hotel at 08:00 and head to the stunning natural gems of Kazakh nature – Kolsai 

Lakes. They are located within Kolsai Lakes National Park, on the north slope of the Tian Shan Mountains. 

The lakes are often referred to as «the Pearls of Northern Tien Shien» or «the blue necklace of Northern Tien 

Shien». That is an exceptional area with lakes, forests, hillside meadows and animals grazing peacefully. 

After reaching Kolsay-1 Lake you will get some instructions and start the trekking. You will take a route 

which will pass through the pine forest, alpine meadows along pure mountain river flowing to Kolsai-2 Lake. 

The total walking distance between the two lakes is about 7 km and usually takes 3-3,5 hours one way. An 

altitude rises up more than 400 m, from 1818 m above sea level at the first lake to 2250 m at the second lake. 

In a beautiful area with a pure lake surrounded by mountainous nature, there will arrange a picnic lunch. 

Once in this area, you will never forget the splendour and tranquillity of it! In the afternoon you will return to 

Kolsai-1 Lake and then have a transfer to Saty settlement.  

Overnight: Guesthouse in Saty 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 7  

The day will start from the early breakfast and departure to Charyn Canyon which is really a must-visit 

attraction! It is sometimes called the Grand Canyon’s little brother. The area of the canyon being the part of 

the Charyn National Park has varied with stunning nature: there are rock formations, waterfalls, lakes and 

forests. The most popular part of the canyon is the Valley of Castles which is a magnificent natural 

monument built of sedimentary rocks. Upon arrival, you will go down to the bottom of the canyon to walk 

around 2 km through the maze of the Castles Valley. At the bottom of the canyon, you will reach the eco-

park with several yurts (traditional dwellings) and a small open-air café, working in the summertime. After 

some rest, you will return back to the starting point and then have a transfer to the observation area for 

admiring stunning views. The tour in Charyn Canyon will totally take about 3-4 hours after which you will 

return to Almaty (230 km). The lunch will be arranged on the way in a cosy village.  Having mentally and 



 
spiritually recharged by a 5-day outdoor trip you will arrive in the city at approx. 19:00. Total distance on the 

tour 1350 km. 

Overnight: Hotel in Almaty 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 8  

Your tour programme will start after breakfast at 11:00. This day you will have a trip to Issyk Gorge. Here 

you will see beautiful Issyk Lake and visit the State Historical and Cultural Museum-Reserve Issyk. It is a 

very interesting museum founded in 2010 on the place of Issyk old settlement. Exactly on these territories in 

1970 during the excavations the tomb of «the Golden Man» of Saka period was found. It is considered the 

only burial in Central Asia that has survived in an untouched form. The clothes and belongings of that wealth 

Saka prince amaze with the wealth and richness. You will have a chance to see all the founding in the 

museum. Then, the tour will proceed to Issyk Lake located an altitude of 1756 meters above sea level. At the 

lake, you will enjoy the beauty of the turquoise lake and its surroundings as well as have to picnic on the 

shores. Arrival to the city at 18:00. (7 hours) 

Overnight: Hotel in Almaty   

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 9  

Breakfast at the hotel. Tour departs at 09:00. Tour duration - 8-9 hours. Tour route provides you with a great 

opportunity not only to enjoy the beautiful natural landscapes of Almaty region but also see one of the unique 

monuments of the past – Tamgaly petroglyphs - one of the oldest and most striking monuments of rock art of 

Zhetisu, which is protected by UNESCO since 2004. Tamgaly Gorge located 170 km north-west of Almaty 

city. This is virtually an ancient art gallery, where are depicted as individual animals and people as well as the 

whole scenes from the life of ancient people. The total number of drawings in the main gorge - about 2,000. 

Most of the petroglyphs date back to the Bronze Age and are made in "animal" style of Sakas. For centuries 

the rocks of this canyon and narrow valley of Tamgaly retained value of the sanctuary - the place where ritual 

ceremonies were held, magic rituals were performed, worship of the gods and the spirits of ancestors took 

place. Transfer to the city. 

Overnight: Hotel in Almaty   

Meals: Breakfast 

Day 10  

Breakfast at the hotel. Transfer from hotel to the airport, departure. 

  



 
Booking terms  

Booking process  

Once you have chosen the tour and travel date, push Book now button at your chosen date, fill necessary 

fields and send us an inquiry. Alternatively use contact from contact us page in About us menu tab. Once we 

have received your inquiry, confirmed all tour details with you, we send deposit invoice.  After the deposit is 

received (500 euro per person), we start your hotel, train, air tickets reservations and send your Tour Voucher 

with all the trip details. 

Payment process 

Tour payment is divided into 2 parts: 1. Deposit, 2. Final payment. 

1. Deposit amount is 500 euro per person. Once you prepaid the deposit, it is fully refundable for a month. 

After month deposit becomes non-refundable. Deposit is paid via bank transfer; your tour manager provides 

deposit payment invoice with full bank details. We need deposit to start your hotel, guide, vehicle, domestic 

flights and train ticket booking.   

2. Final payment is done via bank transfer (15 working days prior to tour start) or cash (upon arrival before 

tour start). Both cases your tour manager provides you electronic or paper invoice. We reserve the right to 

cancel your tour and apply the relevant cancellation charges (detailed below) if we do not receive all 

payments at the due time. 

Tour Cancellation  

If you or your group member cancels the tour, please make sure to let us know in a month after deposit is 

paid. Note, the deposit is non-refundable, however, you can use it throughout the year and book another tour. 

In this case, train and domestic flight ticket fees only will be charged a cancellation fee.  

Rights and obligations 

Tours provided by our company are planned for many months before its inception and are not the subject of 

change or cancellation. Under the obligation of forced circumstances (weather, holidays) we can make some 

changes to the itinerary, however, all that relates to services and attractions will remain unchanged. 

Please note that our tours require a minimum number of participants – 2 persons. We reserve the right to 

cancel the trip with full refund or deposit paid, if the tour booked by you do not have the minimum number of 

participants. We inform you about the cancellation of the tour no later than 30 days before the start.  

We also request immediately and promptly report all complaints and any claims during the tour. If possible, 

all problems will be solved. If the tourist does not report any complaint, the compensation will not be 

implemented. 

Note AraraTour Central Asia is not liable for services not included in the tour price. Our responsibility is 

limited only to the extent provided by our tour. 

Force majeure or any other event which is beyond our control and which is not preventable by reasonable 

diligence on our part frees both parties from liability or obligation. In case of Force majeure, we don’t issue 

any refund. 

Insolvency or bankruptcy insurance 

AraraTour Central Asia guarantees the refund of clients’ money for unfulfilled services even in the case of 

company’s own insolvency or bankruptcy. 


