
 

Jeep Safari to Uzbekistan Desert Dunes  

Key information  

Countries visited: Uzbekistan 

Duration: 12 days / 11 nights  

Best season: March – June, August - October  

Tour type: Small group / individual (starting from 2 persons)  

What’s included:  

Accommodation in hotels listed on website - 7 nights (twin/dbl shared), yurt camp - 3 nights, tent - 1 night, 

Meals FB: breakfast at the hotels, lunches and dinners at the local restaurants, hotels and yurt camps, Services 

for private A/C car with driver per program, Escort English – speaking guide for all days, Train tickets: 

Bukhara-Tashkent, Entrance fees to the sites listed, Show programs in Bukhara, All airport transfers, Mineral 

water 1.0 L per day/per person, Tent rental, Visa support (letter of invitation) 

What’s not included: 

International air tickets, Tips and gratuities, Visa consular fees, Porterage, Video and photo charges, Personal 

expenses, Services not included in the itinerary, Camping equipment*  

*The personal stuff of a participant of this tour should include the following:  

Personal bedding used for camping: (sleeping bag, spare set of warm clothes (in case tour is made early spring 

or late autumn), sunglasses, personal belongings, a towel, comfortable sport footwear, personal first-aid kit, 

flask for water repellent)  

Itinerary in brief  

Day 1 - Arrival - Tashkent City Tour 

Day 2 - Samarkand City Tour 

Day 3 - Samarkand - Yangikazgan  

Day 4 - Yangikazgan - Uchkuduk - Mingbulak - Jurakuduk 

Day 5 - Jurakuduk - Ayaz Kala 

Day 6 - Djanpik-Kala - Nukus 

Day 7 - Nukus - Muynak  

Day 8 - Kurgancha Kala - Kungrad - Nukus 

Day 9 - Khiva City Tour 

Day 10 - Khiva - Bukhara 

Day 11 - Bukhara City Tour - Tashkent 

Day 12 - Departure   



 
Detailed itinerary 

Day 1 - Arrival - Tashkent City Tour 

After your arrival at Tashkent international airport, you'll be met by our company representatives and 

transferred to the hotel. This day you will have short briefing interesting information from your guide about 

Uzbekistan, which is one of the most developed countries of Central Asia. The country is the region's cradle of 

unique cultural traditions, it attracts with distinctive architectural style, fascinating history connected with the 

Great Silk Road, rich national cuisine and absolutely exotic for foreigners atmosphere. Your overnight will be 

at Tashkent hotel. Dinner will be organized in a local restaurant.  

Overnight: Hotel in Tashkent   

Meals: Dinner 

Day 2 - Samarkand City Tour (307 km, 4 hours 30 min) 

After breakfast, the day will start with a drive to Samarkand where you will have a city tour. The history, culture 

and architecture of Samarkand are really worthy of attention. Being one of the most ancient cities on the earth, 

this «city of famous shadows» witnessed many historical events and shakes. According to some historical data, 

it was founded in the VII century BC. First, you will see the main square of the city – Registan with three 

madrassas (Islamic schools): Madrassah of Ulugbek (15th c), Madrassah Sherdor and Madrassah Tilla 

Kori(15th-17th cc). The further program includes visits to Gur Emir Mausoleum – a burial vault of Timurids 

dynasty(14th-15th cc), Bibi Khanim Mosque (15th c) – the biggest medieval building in the city, Mausoleum of 

Khoja Daniyar (Saint Daniel)14th c, Museum of Afrosiab and Ulugbek Observatory (15th c). Ulugbek calculated 

the length of the sidereal year to 365 days, 5 hours, 49 minutes, and 15 seconds, which was even more accurate 

than the calculations of Copernicus 88 years later. Lunch will be served in a local restaurant. After lunch, you 

will visit the carpet factory and oriental bazaar – Siab, where you can make shopping and see the ancient 

colourful market. At the central bazaar, you’ll have a chance to enjoy the tastes and aroma of local exotic 

products. Be sure to buy Samarkand national round bread (non). The bazaar offers bright fruits and vegetables, 

dried fruit, spices, local snacks, sweet cakes, chill tea, as well as local handicraft. Dinner will be organized in 

a local restaurant. 

Road condition: 90 % paved road, 10% sands  

Overnight: Hotel in Samarkand     

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 3 - Samarkand - Yangikazgan (250 km, 4 hours) 

After breakfast at the hotel, in the morning you will leave Samarkand and drive to Yangikazgan (at 09:00) via 

mountain area – Forish. The route will observe the beautiful mountain surrounding areas where you can take 

photos. You will stop at Aydarkul Lake to admire the view, and here the picnic will be organised. After driving 

via the desert, you will finally arrive in Yangikazgan at 13:30 (Distance 250 km). You will ride in the direction 

of Salt Lake (20 km), as well as you will enjoy camel riding (10 min). At the end of the day tour, you will camp 

in yurts where dinner will be organized. 

Road condition: 60 % paved road, 40% sands  

Overnight: Camping in Yurt     

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 4 - Yangikazgan - Uchkuduk - Mingbulak - Jurakuduk (322 km, 4 hours) 

Today’s route will pass through Uchkuduk town located in the red sand area of Kyzyl-Kum Desert, which is 

also known as the centre of a gold-mining. Afterwards, 50-60 km north from the town there lies Bukantau 

Mountains famous for rock paintings. Then, you will drive via Mingbulak hollow to the Jurakuduk hollow, 



 
where on the slope surface, you will find the remains of ancient world inhabitants (petrified trees and the 

dinosaur’s bones). Camp-style dinner will be organised. 

Road condition: 50 % paved road, 50% sands 

Overnight: Camping in Tent 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 5 - Jurakuduk - Ayaz Kala (425 km, 5 hours 30 min) 

After breakfast, you will drive to the legendary sight of Kyzyl-Kum desert - the ruins of Ayaz Kala Fortress. 

You will stop en route for sightseeing, observe the surrounding area and take photos. Then, you will have a 

picnic. Excursion of Ayaz Kala is an aggregate of country estates and fortresses of Khorezmian agricultural 

aristocracy (at the edge of the Kyzyl Kum desert). The further program includes visits to the last impressive 

structures: Janbas-Kala fortress of the Hellenic period, Koykrylgan Kala (a cult structure of the 4th century BC-

4th century AD) and Guldursun fortress (1st-4th cc). Dinner will be organized in a yurt camp. 

Road condition: 80 % paved road, 20% sands 

Overnight: Camping in Yurt 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 6 - Djanpik Kala - Nukus (200 km, 3 hours) 

In the sixth day of the tour, you will have breakfast and, then, drive to Nukus town located on the north of 

Uzbekistan, surrounded by three deserts - Kara Kum, Kyzyl Kum and Ustyurt. On the way, you will stop for 

visiting the mausoleums of the Saints, the necropolis and the religious sacrifice altars. You will also explore 

Djanpik-Kala citadel ruins on a shore of Amudarya river in a nature reserve Bagay-Tugay and Chalpyk-Kala 

of Zoroastrianism times. After arrival in Nukus, you will have a tour in the main city's place of interest - the 

Art Museum of Russian avant-garde named after I.V. Savitskiy. The museum keeps more than 50 000 paintings 

from Soviet Times. Dinner will be organized at a local restaurant. 

Road condition: 70 % paved road, 30% sands 

Overnight: Hotel in Nukus 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 7 - Nukus - Muynak (210 km, 3 hours) 

After breakfast, the day will start with a drive to the Aral Sea via Muynak - a city of tragedy (210 km). Light 

lunch will be organised en route. You will stop in Muynak to see “Cemetery of ships”, the former port with 

abandoned ships in the sand, and visit Local History Museum (might be closed without prior notice). Lunch 

will be served at the guesthouse. The driving will continue on the boundless Ustyurt Plateau. You will reach 

the Aral Sea in the late afternoon where you will stop to take pictures of beautiful canyons and the collapsed 

land. Arrive at a yurt camp, where camp-style dinner will be organised. 

Road condition: 50 % paved road, 50% sands 

Overnight: Camping in Yurt 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 8 - Kurgancha Kala - Kungrad - Nukus  

Early wake up to take pictures of sunrise. After breakfast, you will visit the settlement Kurgancha Kala dating 

back to the 13th century. Therefore, you will pass via Kungrad district, which used to be one of the trading 

centres on the Silk Road. On the way, you’ll see the remainings of a lighthouse and pass by the ruins of 

abandoned settlement Urga. You will stop at Lake Sudochie for taking photos and on the way, will have a 

picnic lunch. After lunch, you will head back to Nukus. On the way to Nukus, you’ll stop at Mizdakhan 



 
memorial complex and Gyaur-Kala Fortress. After arrival in Nukus, dinner will be organized in a local 

restaurant. 

Road condition: 70 % paved road, 30% sands 

Overnight: Hotel in Nukus 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 9 - Khiva City Tour (200 km, 3 hours) 

After breakfast at the hotel, the day will start with a drive to Khiva at 08:00 (200 km). After arrival, you will 

devote the day to the exploration of the town and its historical sights. The must-visit place is its unique Itchan 

Kala inner town which once served as a resting place for caravans following by the Silk Road to Iran. You will 

have a chance to walk along its ancient streets and feel the atmosphere of past decades. The town is protected 

by UNESCO. This district hosts such sights as the madrasah of Muhammad Amin-khan, Kelta Minar, Kunya 

Ark, madrasah of Muhammad Rakhimkhan. After lunch, your tour will continue to Pakhlavan Mahmud 

Mausoleum, Islam Khodja Minaret and Madrasah, Juma Mosque and Minaret, and Tash Hovli Palace. Dinner 

will be organized in a local restaurant. 

Road condition: 90 % paved road, 10% sands  

Overnight: Hotel in Khiva 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 10 - Khiva - Bukhara (450 km, 6 hours 30 min) 

After breakfast at the hotel, in the morning you will drive to Bukhara – one of the historical sights of Great Silk 

Road. The Great Silk Road once routed through Khiva and Bukhara ran through the Kyzylkum Desert, as the 

present road does nowadays. On the way, you will stop en-route to enjoy views of Amudarya River and the 

desert. Your lunch box will be organised on the way. Your arrival in Bukhara will be late in the afternoon. You 

will have check-in at the hotel and free time to have a rest after a long route. The day will end with a pleasant 

dinner and show – program in old Nodir Devon Begi Madrassah, where dinner will be organized.  

Road condition: 90 % paved road, 10% sands  

Overnight: Hotel in Bukhara 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 11 - Bukhara City Tour - Tashkent (574 km) 

You will have breakfast at the hotel. City tour in Bukhara will start with visits to numerous madrassas and 

mausoleums, not to be missed Bukhara archaeological museum. Subsequently, this day you will have a full 

exploration of Bukhara, which is not inferior to Samarkand in terms of the abundance and significance of 

religious sights and architectural masterpieces. Bukhara is one of the most ancient cities of Central Asia – it is 

more than 2000 years old. It has been standing under the scorching Asian sun witnessing ruinous wars and 

glorious times when it was a major commercial centre of the Great Silk Road. Your city tour program will 

include the following sights: Samanid’s dynasty mausoleum, Chashma Ayub Mausoleum, Bolo Haouz 

Mosque, the Ark Fortress, Kalon Complex, Magoki Attori Mosque, Lyabi-Khauz Ensemble, Ulugbek and 

Abdulazizi Khan Madrasahs. You will transfer to the railway station at 15:50 for departing and arrival in 

Tashkent at 19:40. Dinner will be organized in a local restaurant. 

Overnight: Hotel in Tashkent 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 12 - Departure 

Transfer to the airport, departure. 

Meals: Breakfast 



 
Booking terms  

Booking process  

Once you have chosen the tour and travel date, push Book now button at your chosen date, fill necessary fields 

and  send us an inquiry. Alternatively use contact from from contact us page in About us menu tab. Once we 

have received your inquiry, confirmed all tour details with you, we send deposit invoice.  After the deposit is 

received (500 euro per person), we start your hotel reservation and other service booking and send your Tour 

Voucher with all the trip details. 

Payment process 

Tour payment is divided into 2 parts: 1. Deposit, 2. Final payment. 

1. Deposit amount is 500 euro per person. Once you prepaid the deposit, it is fully refundable for a month. 

After month deposit becomes non refundable. Deposit is paid via bank transfer, your tour manager provides 

deposit payment invoice with full bank details. We need deposit to start your hotel, guide, vehicle, domestic 

flights and train ticket booking.   

2. Final payment is done via bank transfer (15 working days prior to tour start) or cash (upon arrival before tour 

start). Both cases your tour manager provides you electronic or paper invoice. We reserve the right to cancel 

your tour and apply the relevant cancellation charges (detailed below) if we do not receive all payments at the 

due time. 

Tour Cancellation  

If you or your group member cancels the tour, please make sure to let us know in a month after deposit is paid. 

Note, the deposit is non-refundable, however, you can use it throughout the year and book another tour. In this 

case, train and domestic flight ticket fees only will be charged a cancellation fee.  

Rights and obligations 

Tours provided by our company are planned for many months before its inception and are not the subject of 

change or cancellation. Under the obligation of forced circumstances (weather, holidays) we can make some 

changes to the itinerary, however, all that relates to services and attractions will remain unchanged. 

Please note that our tours require a minimum number of participants – 2 persons. We reserve the right to cancel 

the trip with full refund or deposit paid, if the tour booked by you do not have the minimum number of 

participants. We inform you about the cancellation of the tour no later than 30 days before the start.  

We also request immediately and promptly report all complaints and any claims during the tour. If possible, all 

problems will be solved. If the tourist does not report any complaint, the compensation will not be implemented. 

Note AraraTour Central Asia is not liable for services not included in the tour price. Our responsibility is limited 

only to the extent provided by our tour. 

Force majeure or any other event which is beyond our control and which is not preventable by reasonable 

diligence on our part frees both parties from liability or obligation. In case of Force majeure, we don’t issue 

any refund. 

Insolvency or bankruptcy insurance 

AraraTour Central Asia guarantees the refund of clients’ money for unfulfilled services even in the case of 

company’s own insolvency or bankruptcy. 


