
 

Tajikistan Jeep Adventure in Pamir Mountains   

Key information  

Countries visited: Tajikistan 

Duration: 12 days / 11 nights  

Best season: June - August 

Tour type: Small group / individual (starting from 2 persons)  

What’s included:  

Accommodation in hotels listed on website - 5 nights (twin/dbl shared), homestays - 5 nights, guest house - 1 

night, Meals FB: breakfast at the hotels, lunches and dinners at the local restaurants, hotels and homestays in 

Tajik families, Services for private A/C car with driver per program, Escort English – speaking guide for all 

days, Entrance fees to the sites listed, All airport transfers, Mineral water 1.0 L per day/per person 

What’s not included: 

International air tickets, Tips and gratuities, Visa consular fees, Porterage, Video and photo charges, Personal 

expenses, Early check-in and late check-out, Travel insurance, GBAO permit, Visa support LOI, Services not 

included in the itinerary  

Itinerary in brief  

Day 1 - Arrival - Dushanbe City Tour 

Day 2 - Dushanbe - Norak - Kalaikhum 

Day 3 - Kalaikhum - Khorog 

Day 4 - Khorog - Eshkashem 

Day 5 - Eshkashem - Vrang - Yamg - Langar 

Day 6 - Langar - Naizatash Pass - Murghab 

Day 7 - Murghab - Karakul - Murghab 

Day 8 - Murghab - Yashilkul - Bulunkul 

Day 9 - Bulunkul - Khorog - Rushan 

Day 10 - Rushan - Kalaikhum - Karon   

Day 11 - Kalaikhum - Khoburubot - Dushanbe 

Day 12 - Departure  

 

  



 
Detailed itinerary 

Day 1 - Arrival in Dushanbe  

After your arrival in Dushanbe International airport, you will be met by our company representatives and 

transferred to the hotel. Your city tour will start with a visit to Hisor fortress (VII- XVII centuries) with fortified 

areas and citadel of the historical site. The fortress used to be the residence of the delegate of the Emir of 

Bukhara located on a high hill and well-defended with 1 m thick walls and loopholes for guns and cannons. It 

is one of the most famous historical monuments of Tajikistan built to protect the local population and trade 

caravans from nomad raids. It is believed that the fortress was built about 2500 years ago when the routes of 

the Great Silk Road passed near Hisor. After the excursion, you will return back to Dushanbe and have a 

sightseeing tour. First of all, you will visit Rudake Park, National library, White House, National state seal, 

House of parliament and etc. Then, you will have a pleasant walk in the National Park to take photos of Ministry 

of Inner Affairs and the second biggest National Flag in the world – 165 m high pole, 30 m wide, 60 m long. 

After excursion in Central Museum, you will have lunch. For plunging into a real Asian atmosphere, you are 

advised to visit local bazaar offering colourful goods, fruits and vegetables. Today, you will see the main 

highlights of Dushanbe and find out many interesting facts about Tajik people. Dinner will be organized in a 

local restaurant. 

Road condition: 100% paved roads, 0% sands 

Overnight: Hotel in Dushanbe  

Meals:  Lunch, Dinner 

Day 2 - Dushanbe - Norak - Kalaikhum (370 km, 8 hours) 

The day will start with a drive to Kalaikhum village. Your way will pass by Norak water reservoir that is called 

Tajik Sea. It is a large artificial lake created to build a hydroelectric station. It is a really nice place. The lake 

has become an important part in the ecosystem – its waters are rich in fish species and it is a stopover for birds 

of passage. The lake has even become a nice place for summer holidays, there are sanatoriums on the shores. 

The highest point of the day is the Shuraba Pass (2 267 m). After a while, you will approach the Afghanistan 

border and will drive along with it. The area will amaze you by its unique mountains – it is already Territory 

of Pamir Mountains. Pamirs are majestic severe peaks with glaciers and lakes. Over the centuries, the Pamirs 

have inspired the world’s greatest explorers – Marco Polo, Hsuan Tsang, Mirza Muhammad Haidar. And now 

you also have a chance to travel here. You will drive along the natural border – Pyanj River. Having visited the 

Pamirs, many travellers called this giant mountain system the ocean of white and blue mountains. Dinner will 

be organized in a local restaurant.  

Road condition: 90% paved roads, 10% sands 

Overnight: Hotel in Kalaikhum  

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 3 - Kalaikhum - Khorog (240 km, 7 hours) 

In the morning you will start your drive to Khorog town located in the middle of the Pamir Highway. It is 

perhaps one of the tiniest cities on the map of the world. Khorog looks like a tiny green oasis among mountains. 

The town is also a centre of the Gorno-Badakhshan region. It is surrounded by the Rocky Mountains from all 

four sides. The town was built on the confluence of the 3 rivers where Shokhdara River and Ghund River flow 

into Pyanj river. There are several must-visit sights, such as Botanical Garden, history museum. On the way to 

Khorog, you will also meet Pamir people. A number of anthropological features set the Pamir people apart 

from the Tajik people. Among the Pamiris, there is a high percentage of people with blonde hair, fair skin and 

blue eyes. Pamirs Mountains are the highest mountains in the world with the human population after the 



 
Himalayas in Tibet. Life in the mountains made traditions of local people different from Tajik people. Dinner 

will be organized in a local restaurant. 

Road condition: 30% paved roads, 70% sands 

Overnight: Hotel in Khorog 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 4 - Khorog - Eshkashem (120 km, 4 hours) 

This day you will be driving along Tajik-Afghan border to Eshkashem village. During your way, situated in 

the heart of Asia, the Pamirs are a corner of sky-scraping, snow-capped, majestic mountains, transparent clear 

blue waters of lakes and rivers, wide valleys and bone-dry deserts. For hundreds of years, people have called 

these highest mountains of the world as “the Roof of the World”. Today you will understand why. The land of 

Pamirs is located at elevations from 3 500 to 4 200 meters above sea level. Pamirs is perhaps one of the few 

areas in Central Asia where ancient ethnic and cultural peculiarities of the Pamir people exist. Over the years, 

communities were isolated from each other by impassable mountain ranges, and developed into separate 

enclaves with different dialects and sometimes distinct or different languages. You will visit Garmchashma hot 

spring. Dinner will be organized in Tajik family. 

Road condition: 50% paved roads, 50% sands 

Overnight: Homestay 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 5 - Eshkashem - Yamg - Langar (140 km, 5 hours) 

Today, you will drive towards the Wakhan corridor. On the road, you will visit Kah-Kaha and Yamchun 

fortresses (built in the first millennium BC), further up the hillside are the hot springs at Bibi Fatima with dense 

and very salty minerals. The water at Bibi Fatima is crystal clear. There are several places of interest to stop.  

Above the village of Vrang, on a cliff-side pitted with caves, stands a Buddhist complex dating from 4th-7th 

centuries. At Yamg village, you will visit the reconstructed home of Sufi mystic Muabara Kadam, who died in 

1910. Near this house, there is a stone pillar with a hole in it which he used to calculate a solar calendar. In the 

cool of the morning, you will climb up above Langar village to see petroglyphs. Dinner will be organized in 

Tajik family. 

Road condition: 20% paved roads, 80% sands 

Overnight: Homestay 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 6 - Langar - Naizatash Pass - Murghab (240 km, 6 hours) 

They say in the Pamir: “to arrive here and do not see Murgab is like not visiting the Pamirs at all”. After all, by 

the Roof of the World, we mean Murghab. In the morning you will drive to this town. On the way, you will 

drive over Naizatash pass (4 137 m). At the flat landscape of desolate Murghab, there are dozens of peaks with 

an absolute altitude over 6 000 meters above sea level. Often the landscape of Murghab is compared to the 

surface of the Moon by visitors, viewing the scene with outsiders’ eyes. Indeed, this comparison speaks to the 

unrepeatable experience of being in Murghab and the uniqueness of the place. The desolate and high-altitude 

climate of Murghab is the almost Arctic. Dry air, short and cool summers and almost snowless, severe, freezing 

winters characterize the weather. Dinner will be organized in a guesthouse. 

Road condition: 30% paved roads, 70% sands 

Overnight: Guesthouse in Murghab 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 



 
Day 7 - Murghab - Karakul - Murghab (280 km, 3 hours one-way) 

Right on the highway of the Pamir Tract is situated the light-blue lake of Karakul (3, 815 m), which name can 

be translated as “The Black Lake”. On the way to the lake, you will drive over the highest Ak Baital pass (4 

655 m). Karakul is the highest large mountain lake of the world, excluding those in Tibet and Titicaca, and a 

gem of the Pamir Tract because the snowcapped Pamir peaks are reflected in the water. The lake is situated in 

a meteorite crater and surrounded by swampy and wet meadows and bogs with rich flora and fauna and several 

endemic species. Flooding, melting permafrost and buried ice sheets shape the landscape with small hillocks 

and a large variety of small creeks and watercourses between 3 500 and 4 000 m. The rich plant cover is grazed 

by wild and domestic ungulates. Dinner will be organized at Tajik family. 

Road condition: 70% paved roads, 30% sands 

Overnight: Homestay 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 8 - Murghab - Yashilkul - Bulunkul (200 km, 4-5 hours) 

The most beautiful lakes of the Pamirs are Yashilkul and Bulunkul (Blue lakes), stretched on the altitude of 3 

700 meters above sea level, which are situated in the Murghab district. Today, you will spend a night near these 

lakes. The colour of water in Yashilkul is dark green and turquoise, that is why from Tajik it is translated as 

Green Lake. However, the colour of water in Bulunkul is a subtle interplay of violet and dark-blue in the 

sunlight. The fauna of this area is very rich and there is the opportunity to see yaks, a unique species of domestic 

animals, sharing features of cows and sheep, traditionally used as a beast of burden apart from giving milk and 

meat products. On the way to the lake, you will drive over Naizatash pass (4 137 m). Dinner will be organized 

at Tajik family. 

Road condition: 60% paved roads, 40% sands 

Overnight: Homestay 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 9 - Bulunkul - Khorog - Rushan (260 km, 6-7 hours) 

In the morning you will drive to Khorog along Pamir Highway, known as M41 Pamir Tract. It is considered 

the second-highest mountain road after the highway of Tibet. The road lies over mountains and passes on the 

elevations of more than 4 000 meters above sea level. On the way, you will drive over Koitezak pass (4 271 

m). The almost inaccessible landscape and the rocky mountains of this corner of the world have given safe 

haven to a unique diversity of wildlife. Amongst the most common species of wild mammals are Turkestan rat, 

tiger-cat, grizzly bear, badger, stoat, fox, grey and red wolves. Pamirs provides a large and thriving population 

of Marco Polo sheep, the largest sheep in the world, with all year round and a strong population of the highly 

endangered snow leopard. Dinner will be organized at Tajik family. 

Road condition: 50% paved roads, 50% sands 

Overnight: Homestay 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 10 - Rushan - Kalaikhum - Karon (180 km, 4.5-5 hours) 

In the morning you will drive to Kalaikhum town. After passing 10 km on the way to Kalaikhum, you will hike 

up to the ancient old city of Karon. This old city was built in 3 centuries and reconstructed in 2013. Ruins of 

the ancient settlement of Karon lie not far away from the village Razvai placed on the mountain Zogic at an 

altitude of 1700 m. Zoroastrian sacred river Vanaguh Doytijo bends around the mountain from the east, south 

and west. There is a tower of sacred fire built on a cruciform platform in pre-islamic architecture style dates 



 
back to the ancient period of history. After sightseeing, you will drive to Kalaikhum and spend the night. Dinner 

will be organized in a local restaurant. 

Road condition: 60% paved roads, 40% sands 

Overnight: Hotel in Khalaikhum 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 11 - Kalaikhum - Khoburubot - Dushanbe (290 km, 7-8 hours) 

In the morning you will drive to Dushanbe via a mountain road. You will drive over high Khoburubot Pass (3 

252) known as Western Pamir Tract. The road goes through the most picturesque river valley and amazing 

gorges in the terrain, where one can stop for rest and shoot photos of the mountains and rivers. On the way, 

you will see small villages and meet local people. Tajiks are by nature hardworking, hospitable, and kind-

hearted. This nation greatly respects its traditions and folklore. This trip is attractive for the lovers of exotics, 

those curious about the ethnic and cultural diversity and captivated by the beauty of wild nature. Dinner will 

be organized in a local restaurant. 

Road condition: 40% paved roads, 60% sands 

Overnight: Hotel in Dushande 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 12 - Departure 

Transfer to airport, departure. 

Meals: Breakfast 

  



 
 

Essential information:   

Tajikistan e-visa GBAO permit url: https://www.evisa.tj/index.evisa.html 

What is GBAO Permit:  

In order to travel to the Pamir Mountains, the Pamir Highway and the Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Region 

(GBAO), you will need a GBAO Permit. Since part of the Pamir Highway runs along the border with 

Afghanistan, this security measure is necessary and requires these additional papers. If you are applying for 

Tajikistan e-visa, you need to tick the corresponding box to apply for GBAO too and it will be issued with your 

visa. 

The GBAO Permit will be checked at certain checkpoints along the Pamir Highway.  You should make 10 

copies of the permit in advance, as each checkpoint along the Pamir Highway will keep a copy. Permits can be 

obtained at Tajikistan embassies when applying for a visa, or at the OVIR (Department of Visas and 

Registration) Office in Dushanbe. All that is required is a passport. 

Important notes:  

In the mountain regions of Tajikistan you spend nights in real home stays of local people. These houses were 

not built for tourists. Usually they have 3-4 rooms. The owners put thick mattresses instead of beds. One house 

consists of 3-4 rooms; price includes 3-4 tourists in 1 room. Single supplement is valid only for hotels and 

guesthouses. If you want to be alone in a home stay’s room – you must pay for all 4 beds (1 bed cost 15$). 

Village houses have a toilet and shower in the garden. For big groups we include several home stays.  

Booking terms  

Booking process  

Once you have chosen the tour and travel date, push Book now button at your chosen date, fill necessary fields 

and send us an inquiry. Alternatively use contact from from contact us page in About us menu tab. Once we 

have received your inquiry, confirmed all tour details with you, we send deposit invoice.  After the deposit is 

received (500 euro per person), we start your hotel reservation and other service booking and send your Tour 

Voucher with all the trip details. 

Payment process 

Tour payment is divided into 2 parts: 1. Deposit, 2. Final payment. 

1. Deposit amount is 500 euro per person. Once you prepaid the deposit, it is fully refundable for a month. 

After month deposit becomes non refundable. Deposit is paid via bank transfer, your tour manager provides 

deposit payment invoice with full bank details. We need deposit to start your hotel, guide, vehicle, domestic 

flights and train ticket booking.   

2. Final payment is done via bank transfer (15 working days prior to tour start) or cash (upon arrival before tour 

start). Both cases your tour manager provides you electronic or paper invoice. We reserve the right to cancel 

your tour and apply the relevant cancellation charges (detailed below) if we do not receive all payments at the 

due time. 

Tour Cancellation  

If you or your group member cancels the tour, please make sure to let us know in a month after deposit is paid. 

Note, the deposit is non-refundable, however, you can use it throughout the year and book another tour. In this 

case, train and domestic flight ticket fees only will be charged a cancellation fee.  

https://www.evisa.tj/index.evisa.html


 
Rights and obligations 

Tours provided by our company are planned for many months before its inception and are not the subject of 

change or cancellation. Under the obligation of forced circumstances (weather, holidays) we can make some 

changes to the itinerary, however, all that relates to services and attractions will remain unchanged. 

Please note that our tours require a minimum number of participants – 2 persons. We reserve the right to cancel 

the trip with full refund or deposit paid, if the tour booked by you do not have the minimum number of 

participants. We inform you about the cancellation of the tour no later than 30 days before the start.  

We also request immediately and promptly report all complaints and any claims during the tour. If possible, all 

problems will be solved. If the tourist does not report any complaint, the compensation will not be implemented. 

Note AraraTour Central Asia is not liable for services not included in the tour price. Our responsibility is limited 

only to the extent provided by our tour. 

Force majeure or any other event which is beyond our control and which is not preventable by reasonable 

diligence on our part frees both parties from liability or obligation. In case of Force majeure, we don’t issue 

any refund. 

Insolvency or bankruptcy insurance 

AraraTour Central Asia guarantees the refund of clients’ money for unfulfilled services even in the case of 

company’s own insolvency or bankruptcy. 


