
 

Central Asia Explorer   

Key information  

Countries visited: Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan  

Duration: 17 days / 16 nights  

Best season: March - June, August - October  

Tour type: Small group / individual (starting from 2 persons)  

What’s included:  

Accommodation in hotels listed on website - 12 nights (twin/dbl shared), yurt - 1 night, local families - 3 nights, 

Meals FB: breakfast at the hotels, lunches and dinners at the local restaurants, hotels and yurt camps, Services 

for private A/C car with driver per program, Escort English – speaking guide for all days, Train tickets: Andijan-

Tashkent, Tashkent-Samarkand and Bukhara-Tashkent, Entrance fees to the sites listed, Show programs in 

Bukhara, All airport transfers, Mineral water 1.0 L per day/per person 

What’s not included: 

International air tickets, Tips and gratuities, Visa consular fees, Porterage, Video and photo charges, Personal 

expenses, Visa support, Invitation letter, Services not included in the itinerary  

Itinerary in brief  

Day 1 - Arrival in Bishkek 

Day 2 - Bishkek City Tour - Don Aryk - Issyk Kul 

Day 3 - Issyk Kul - Karakol  

Day 4 - Jeti Oguz - Bokonbaevo - Kochkor 

Day 5 - Kochkor - Son Kul 

Day 6 - Son Kul - Kyzyl-Oi  

Day 7 - Suusamyr - Chychkan - Kok-Bel  

Day 8 - Uzgen - Osh 

Day 9 - Kyrgyz-Uzbek border - Andijan - Tashkent 

Day 10 - Tashkent City Tour 

Day 11 - Free Time in Samarkand 

Day 12 - Samarkand City Tour 

Day 13 - Bukhara City Tour  

Day 14 - Bukhara City Tour  

Day 15 - Gijduvan - Bukhara 

Day 16 - Free Time 

Day 17 - Departure  



 
Detailed itinerary 

Day 1 

After your arrival at Bishkek airport, you'll be met by our company representatives and transferred to the hotel. 

Dinner will be organized in a local restaurant. 

Overnight: Hotel in Bishkek 

Meals: Dinner 

Day 2 

Your second day will be devoted to the exploration of Bishkek. The city tour will start from the city's main 

Ala-too Square. Then the way will lead to Oak Park which is one of the oldest in the country. Here you will 

have a chance to enjoy the beauty of old oak trees which provide pleasant shade in hot days. In autumn the park 

turns into a fairy tale due to crispy falling oak leaves. There is also an open-air museum with interesting 

sculptures. Your tour will continue to the 11th-century Burana tower. The tower is a 25-metre-high and is the 

only remained part of the medieval city Balasagun. In the nearby local village Don Aryk, you will stop to visit 

a local family and plunge into the local culture. The trip will continue to the gem of Kyrgyzstan nature - Issyk 

Kul Lake. Issyk-Kul Lake is the second largest Salt Lake in the world, located between ridges of Northern Tien 

Shan at the height of 1609 m above sea level. It is located in a unique place known for its warm sandy beaches, 

thermal mineral springs, alpine meadows, and park-type coniferous forests. The lake is surrounded by mountain 

peaks and glaciers but despite that Issyk Kul never freezes. Dinner will be organized in a local restaurant. 

Overnight: Hotel in Issyk Kul  

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 3 

In the morning you will start your trip to Karakol city. On the way you will stop to see ancient petroglyphs. 

Then you will continue the way along the northern shore of the lake to the town of Karakol. It is the 4th largest 

city of Kyrgyzstan, located on the eastern side of Issyk-Kul Lake. The city is surrounded by beautiful mountains 

and apple orchards. In the city itself, there are lots of cosy cottages, gardens with plum, cherry and apricot trees. 

Your tour program will include visits to the Wooden Orthodox Church and the Chinese-style Dungan Mosque. 

The mosque was built without using a single metal nail. Dinner will be organized in a local restaurant. 

Overnight: Hotel in Karakol   

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 4 

 You will leave Karakol and head to Kochkor small town. On the way you will stop to visit Jeti Oguz Gorge. 

The area is famous for its unique seven red rocks that resemble large bulls lying on the earth. You will learn 

interesting local legends associated with this place. Those who want to be able to go on a top of a mountain (20 

minutes) to see a panorama view of the gorge. After a short hike you will continue your way and then stop in 

Bokonbayevo village known for its eagle hunters who perform amazing demonstrations for the tourists. 

Bokonbayevo is also a great place to witness Kyrgyz rural life. The day will end in Kochkor town. Here you 

can visit a small local market and the workshop with handicraft. 

Overnight: Homestay   

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

 



 
Day 5 

This day you will head to Son Kul Lake which is a high lake surrounded by meadows with no trees. 

Alternatively, you may be able to visit some ancient petroglyphs in the local area or visit a nomad camp for a 

first-hand look at nomadic life. The overnight will be in yurts at the lake shore. You will feel like true nomads 

and have a chance to plunge into the local culture. 

Overnight: Camping in Yurt  

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 6 

The day will start with a trip to Kyzyl-Oi village located between mountain ranges. The village is unique in its 

kind as it managed to preserve its old Asian character with its reddish clay houses. Not far from the village 

there is a powerful Kökömeren River on the shores of which you will have a picnic. After arrival to the village 

you will have some free time for a pleasant stroll along its cosy streets. Dinner will be organized in Kyrgyz 

family. 

Overnight: Homestay 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 7 

This day you will have an unforgettable trip through the most beautiful landscapes of Kyrgyzstan. The road 

will pass through the Suusamyr Valley which is probably one of the most known valleys of the country. The 

area is distinguished with breath-taking, yurt-dotted, mountainous scenery and hospitable locals. In summer 

days here you will meet a lot of shepherds as the valley is the centre for animal herding. Here you also have to 

try local honey and such drinks as kumis and ayran - they say they are the tastiest in the country. The trip then 

will pass by Chychkan river that cuts through the Tien Shan range. Stop here for a while and soak up the 

amazing scenery. You will arrive at tonight's accommodation in Kok-Bel sometime in the early evening. Dinner 

will be organised in Kyrgyz family. 

Overnight: Guesthouse in Kok-Bel 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 8 

Get ready for the other exciting adventure! You have a trip to Osh town, the second largest one in the country. 

It is an attractive city with long-lasting history and friendly residents. About 2000 years ago there was founded 

a great Jayma-Bazaar which made Osh an important trading centre of the Silk Road. It welcomed merchants 

from all around the world for decades. Before reaching the city you will stop to visit Uzgen - the small town 

with no less interesting history and sights. Dinner will be organized in a local restaurant. 

Overnight: Hotel in Osh 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 9 

Get ready for your next adventure in Uzbekistan! You will have a transfer to Kyrgyz – Uzbek border and after 

passing the customs you will meet your Uzbek guide and enjoy traveling to Adijan. In the town you will take 

a local train and head to Tashkent - the capital of the country. This day you'll get to know some interesting 

information about Uzbekistan, which is one of the most developed countries of Central Asia. The country is 

the region's cradle of unique cultural traditions, it attracts with distinctive architectural style, fascinating history 

connected with the Great Silk Road, rich national cuisine and absolutely exotic for foreigners’ atmosphere. 

Dinner will be organized in a local restaurant. 



 
Overnight: Hotel in Tashkent 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 10 

Enjoy a sightseeing tour around the historical capital of Uzbekistan – Tashkent city. With the help of our 

experienced guides, you’ll reveal lots of curious secrets hidden in this fascinating city. The program includes 

visits to State History Museum, the Abul Kasim Madrassah and Khast Imam Complex (where is kept the 

world's oldest Koran). After lunch you will have a chance to stroll along Chorsu bazaar browsing traditional 

wooden cradles, handmade musical instruments, and the extensive vegetable and spices. 

Overnight: Hotel in Tashkent 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 11 

This day you will be transferred to Samarkand city and have some free time. The history, culture and 

architecture of Samarkand are really worthy of attention. Being one of the most ancient cities on the earth, and 

located on the Great Silk Road Samarkand witnessed many historical events and shakes. According to some 

historical data it was founded in the VII cent. During your free time you may visit the Ulugbek’s observatory, 

which is the biggest one in the East or visit the Afrosiab Museum with its fine collection of treasures unearthed 

from the site, including world-famous 10th-century frescoes. At the central bazaar you’ll be able to enjoy the 

taste and aroma of local exotic products. Be sure to buy Samarkand national round bread (non). The bazaar 

offers bright fruits and vegetables, dried fruit, spices, local snacks, sweet cakes, chill tea, as well as local 

handicraft. 

Overnight: Hotel in Samarkand 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 12 

The day is devoted to the full exploration of Samarkand. First you will see the main square of the city – 

Registan. Here is located the famous architectural ensemble of three madrasahs (Islamic schools) - the Ulugh 

Beg Madrasah, the Tilya-Kori Madrasah and the Sher-Dor Madrasah. The next place to visit is the architectural 

masterpiece of Central Asia - the mausoleum of Gur-e-Amir (also known as Tamerlane). The further program 

includes visits to Shaki Zinda Necropolis. After such a long and exciting day, you will have a nice dinner at a 

local restaurant and will have a rest at the hotel. 

Overnight: Hotel in Samarkand 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 13 

You will continue your tour along the trail of the Great Silk Road and will stop in Bukhara the unique town 

with a significant historical heritage. You will have a full exploration of Bukhara which is not inferior to 

Samarkand in terms of the abundance and significance of religious sights and architectural masterpieces. 

Bukhara is one of the most ancient cities of Central Asia – it is more than 2000 years old. It has been standing 

under the scorching Asian sun witnessing ruinous wars and glorious times when it was a major commercial 

centre of the Great Silk Road. Your city tour program will include the following sights: the legendary Ak Saray 

Palace, Dor-ut Tilovat Memorial Complex, Dorus Saodat Complex and Kok-Gumbaz Mosque.  

Overnight: Hotel in Bukhara 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 



 
Day 14 

Plunge into the impressive historical heritage of Bukhara during your 14th day! Your sightseeing tour will 

include Sitora-i Mohi Khosa, the peaceful 16th century Chor Bakr necropolis, the Khonako-Medressa & 

Mosque complex, the Ark Fortress and Kalon Mosque, the 10th century Ismail Samani Mausoleum, the Lyabi-

Haus area. After dinner, you'll have a chance to explore local craft studios. The day will end with a pleasant 

dinner and show – program in old Nodir Devon Begi Madrassah. 

Overnight: Hotel in Bukhara 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 15 

This day you will have a short trip to Gijduvan town located within Bukhara Region. Since ancient times the 

town has been known for its unique ceramic works. The local ceramic items such as plates, tableware etc. have 

unique floral and geometric ornaments. The town is also famous for its delicious shish kebab. You will have 

some free time to explore the town. On the way back to Bukhara you will stop to visit a minaret from the late 

12th century in Vobkent. 

Overnight: Hotel in Bukhara 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 16 

Enjoy some free time for your own optional sightseeing in Bukhara. In the afternoon, take a fast train back to 

Tashkent followed by an optional farewell dinner with your fellow travellers. Dinner will be organized in a 

local restaurant. 

Overnight: Hotel in Tashkent 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 17 

Transfer to the airport, departure 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

 

Important notes:  

In home stays of Kochkor and Kyzyl Oi villages the water closet and shower is in a corridor, one for 4-5 rooms. 

In Kochkor the conditions are better than in Kyzyl Oi. One family’s house can accommodate about 10 pax. The 

rest will be moved to the neighbouring house with about the same conditions. In Kok Bel guesthouse, shower 

and WC are in each room. 

 

 

  



 
Booking terms  

Booking process  

Once you have chosen the tour and travel date, push Book now button at your chosen date, fill necessary fields 

and send us an inquiry. Alternatively use contact from contact us page in About us menu tab. Once we have 

received your inquiry, confirmed all tour details with you, we send deposit invoice.  After the deposit is 

received (500 euro per person), we start your hotel, train, air tickets reservations and send your Tour Voucher 

with all the trip details. 

Payment process 
Tour payment is divided into 2 parts: 1. Deposit, 2. Final payment. 

1. Deposit amount is 500 euro per person. Once you prepaid the deposit, it is fully refundable for a month. 

After month deposit becomes non-refundable. Deposit is paid via bank transfer; your tour manager provides 

deposit payment invoice with full bank details. We need deposit to start your hotel, guide, vehicle, domestic 

flights and train ticket booking.   

2. Final payment is done via bank transfer (15 working days prior to tour start) or cash (upon arrival before tour 

start). Both cases your tour manager provides you electronic or paper invoice. We reserve the right to cancel 

your tour and apply the relevant cancellation charges (detailed below) if we do not receive all payments at the 

due time. 

Tour Cancellation  
If you or your group member cancels the tour, please make sure to let us know in a month after deposit is paid. 

Note, the deposit is non-refundable, however, you can use it throughout the year and book another tour. In this 

case, train and domestic flight ticket fees only will be charged a cancellation fee.  

Rights and obligations 
Tours provided by our company are planned for many months before its inception and are not the subject of 

change or cancellation. Under the obligation of forced circumstances (weather, holidays) we can make some 

changes to the itinerary, however, all that relates to services and attractions will remain unchanged. 

Please note that our tours require a minimum number of participants – 2 persons. We reserve the right to cancel 

the trip with full refund or deposit paid, if the tour booked by you do not have the minimum number of 

participants. We inform you about the cancellation of the tour no later than 30 days before the start.  

We also request immediately and promptly report all complaints and any claims during the tour. If possible, all 

problems will be solved. If the tourist does not report any complaint, the compensation will not be implemented. 

Note AraraTour Central Asia is not liable for services not included in the tour price. Our responsibility is limited 

only to the extent provided by our tour. 

Force majeure or any other event which is beyond our control and which is not preventable by reasonable 

diligence on our part frees both parties from liability or obligation. In case of Force majeure, we don’t issue 

any refund. 

Insolvency or bankruptcy insurance 
AraraTour Central Asia guarantees the refund of clients’ money for unfulfilled services even in the case of 

company’s own insolvency or bankruptcy. 


